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Africville - by Shauntay Grant and Eva Campbell 

When a young girl visits the site of Africville, in Halifax, Nova Scotia, the stories
she’s heard from her family come to mind. She imagines what the community
was once like —the brightly painted houses nestled into the hillside, the field
where boys played football, the pond where all the kids went rafting, the
bountiful fishing, the huge bonfires. Coming out of her reverie, she visits the
present-day park and the sundial where her great- grandmother’s name is
carved in stone, and celebrates a summer day at the annual Africville
Reunion/Festival. 

Calvin - by JR Ford, Vanessa Ford and Kayla Harren

Calvin has always been a boy, even if the world sees him as a girl. He knows
who he is in his heart and in his mind but he hasn't yet told his family. Finally, he
can wait no longer: "I'm not a girl," he tells his family. "I'm a boy--a boy in my
heart and in my brain." Quick to support him, his loving family takes Calvin
shopping for the swim trunks he's always wanted and back-to-school clothes
and a new haircut that helps him look and feel like the boy he's always known
himself to be. As the first day of school approaches, he's nervous and the
"what-ifs" gather up inside him. But as his friends and teachers rally around him
and he tells them his name, all his "what-ifs" begin to melt away. 

We All Play - Julie Flett

birds who chase and chirp! 
bears who wiggle and wobble! 
whales who swim and squirt! 
owls who peek and peep! 
and a diverse group of kids who love to do the same, shouting: We play
too! / kimêtawânaw mîna.

Animals and kids love to play! This wonderful book celebrates playtime and the
connection between children and the natural world. Beautiful illustrations show: 

Home is in Between - by Mitali Perkins and Lavanya Naidu

Shanti misses the warm monsoon rains in India. Now in America, she watches
fall leaves fly past her feet. Still, her family’s apartment feels like a village: Mama
cooking luchi, funny stories in Bangla, and Baba’s big laugh. But outside,
everything is different – trick-or-treating, ballet class, and English books. Back
and forth, Shanti trudges between her two worlds. She remembers her village
and learns about her new town. She watches Bollywood movies at home and
Hollywood movies with her friends.

https://www.amazon.ca/Home-Between-Mitali-Perkins/dp/0374303673/ref=asc_df_0374303673/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=459320658681&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=10332028562173307824&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-948613821092&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/We-All-Play-Julie-Flett/dp/1771646071/ref=asc_df_1771646071/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=459547660686&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=18077681666792213894&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-1016948591173&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Calvin-JR-Ford/dp/0593108671/ref=sr_1_2?qid=1669694135&refinements=p_27%3AJR+Ford&s=books&sr=1-2&text=JR+Ford
https://www.amazon.ca/Africville-Shauntay-Grant/dp/1773060430/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1669694085&refinements=p_27%3AEva+Campbell&s=books&sr=1-1&text=Eva+Campbell
https://www.amazon.ca/Africville-Shauntay-Grant/dp/1773060430/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1669694085&refinements=p_27%3AEva+Campbell&s=books&sr=1-1&text=Eva+Campbell
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https://www.amazon.ca/We-All-Play-Julie-Flett/dp/1771646071/ref=asc_df_1771646071/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=459547660686&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=18077681666792213894&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-1016948591173&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/We-All-Play-Julie-Flett/dp/1771646071/ref=asc_df_1771646071/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=459547660686&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=18077681666792213894&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-1016948591173&psc=1
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https://www.amazon.ca/Home-Between-Mitali-Perkins/dp/0374303673/ref=asc_df_0374303673/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=459320658681&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=10332028562173307824&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-948613821092&psc=1
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Going Up! - by Sherry J. Lee and Charlene Chua
An elevator ride to a birthday party turns into a shared experience bursting
with joy in this multicultural story about community, togetherness and the
special feeling of belonging. Today is Olive's birthday party, and Sophie and her
dad have baked cookies. Sophie's dad holds the platter so Sophie can push the
elevator button for the tenth floor. But on the way up, the elevator stops to let
the Santucci brothers get on. Then on the next floor, Vicky, Babs and their dog,
Norman, get in. And as the elevator ascends, it keeps stopping, and more
neighbors squeeze into the crowded space: the Habibs, the Flores family, Mr.
Kwan, Vi Tweedle with her Chihuahua, Minx. Everyone is going to the party!

The Most Amazing Bird - 
by Michael Arvaarluk Kusugak and Andrew Qappik
When Aggataa goes for a cold winter walk with her grandmother, she’s
surprised by a sudden CRAH! All the birds have flown south for the winter
except one kind—the tulugarguat, the ravens. They’re the ugliest birds that
Aggaataa has ever seen. They look like they slept in their coats—coats that
don’t even fit! However, as the winter slowly moves towards spring, Aggataa
connects with one small raven in particular.

This touching story by award-winning author Michael Arvaarluk Kusugak
reminds us of our lasting connection to nature, while art by celebrated illustrator
Andrew Qappik, CM, illuminates the enduring magic of the changing seasons.

We Move Together - by Kelly Fritsch, Anne McGuire and Eduardo Trejos

Salma the Syrian Chef - by Danny Ramadan and Anna Bron

All Salma wants is to make her mama smile again. Between English classes, job
interviews, and missing Papa back in Syria, Mama always seems busy or sad.
A homemade Syrian meal might cheer her up, but Salma doesn’t know the
recipe, or what to call the vegetables in English, or where to find the right
spices! Luckily, the staff and other newcomers at the Welcome Center are
happy to lend a hand—and a sprinkle of sumac.

Syrian culture is beautifully represented through the meal Salma prepares
and Anna Bron’s vibrant illustrations, while the diverse cast of characters
speaks to the power of cultivating community in challenging circumstances.

A bold and colorful exploration of all the ways that people navigate through the
spaces around them and a celebration of the relationships we build along the
way. We Move Together follows a mixed-ability group of kids as they creatively
negotiate everyday barriers and find joy and connection in disability culture and
community. A perfect tool for families, schools, and libraries to facilitate
conversations about disability, accessibility, social justice, and community building. 

https://www.amazon.ca/Salma-Syrian-Chef-Danny-Ramadan/dp/177321375X/ref=asc_df_177321375X/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=419656132061&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4212796090464543292&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-898515135485&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/We-Move-Together-Kelly-Fritsch/dp/1849354049/ref=asc_df_1849354049/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=506268778267&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=3100392451388774601&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-1187229629166&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Most-Amazing-Michael-Arvaarluk-Kusugak/dp/1773214187
https://www.amazon.ca/Going-Up-Sherry-J-Lee/dp/1525301136/ref=asc_df_1525301136/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=335186240354&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=16931281953792458165&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-902183774839&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Going-Up-Sherry-J-Lee/dp/1525301136/ref=asc_df_1525301136/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=335186240354&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=16931281953792458165&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-902183774839&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Going-Up-Sherry-J-Lee/dp/1525301136/ref=asc_df_1525301136/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=335186240354&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=16931281953792458165&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-902183774839&psc=1
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https://www.amazon.ca/We-Move-Together-Kelly-Fritsch/dp/1849354049/ref=asc_df_1849354049/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=506268778267&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=3100392451388774601&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-1187229629166&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/We-Move-Together-Kelly-Fritsch/dp/1849354049/ref=asc_df_1849354049/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=506268778267&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=3100392451388774601&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-1187229629166&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Salma-Syrian-Chef-Danny-Ramadan/dp/177321375X/ref=asc_df_177321375X/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=419656132061&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4212796090464543292&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-898515135485&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Salma-Syrian-Chef-Danny-Ramadan/dp/177321375X/ref=asc_df_177321375X/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=419656132061&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4212796090464543292&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-898515135485&psc=1
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It’s a Mitig! - Bridget George 

Giizis—the sun—rises. What’s hiding in the trees? It’s a Mitig! guides young
readers through the forest while introducing them to Ojibwe words for
nature. From sunup to sundown, encounter an amik playing with sticks and
swimming in the river, a prickly gaag hiding in the bushes and a big, bark-
covered mitig. Featuring vibrant and playful artwork, an illustrated Ojibwe-to-
English glossary and a simple introduction to the double-vowel pronunciation
system, plus accompanying online recordings, It’s a Mitig! is one of the first
books of its kind. It was created for young children and their families with the
heartfelt desire to spark a lifelong interest in learning language. 

The Bear’s Medicine - Clayton Gauthier 

A mother bear shares with her cubs how to be grateful for all they have in
the natural world. The Bear's Medicine shows the interconnectedness of all
things in the world they live in and how each season brings changes and
blessings for the bears. It is a story of a mother's love for her children as she
teaches them how to survive. 

Shubh Diwali - by Chitra Soundar and Charlene Chua 

My Day with Gong Gong - by Sennah Yee and Elaine Chen

May isn't having fun on her trip through Chinatown with her grandfather.
Gong Gong doesn't speak much English, and May can't understand Chinese.
She's hungry, and bored with Gong Gong's errands. Plus, it seems like Gong
Gong's friends are making fun of her! But just when May can’t take any
more, Gong Gong surprises her with a gift that reveals he’s been paying
more attention than she thought. With lighthearted, expressive illustrations
by Elaine Chen, this charming debut expertly captures life in the city and
shows how small, shared moments of patience and care—and a dumpling or
two—can help a child and grandparent bridge the generational and cultural
gaps between them.

Diwali has arrived! Rangoli art decorates the floor and strings of flowers
hang around the doors. Now it's time to ring the bells, light the lamps, and
welcome the new year with family and friends. A sweet introduction to the
Hindu festival of lights.

https://www.amazon.ca/My-Day-Gong-Sennah-Yee/dp/1773214284/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=Cj0KCQiA-JacBhC0ARIsAIxybyOdZDkubBq2Qhc8_ngj2qNnTdeyv7KwTZo7darc9lwpGCfKE_xzKwkaAkY1EALw_wcB&hvadid=558849678623&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9000631&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=5971832704662763169&hvtargid=kwd-947436132950&hydadcr=22456_10105503&keywords=my+day+with+gong+gong&qid=1669729908&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIxLjUzIiwicXNhIjoiMS4zMiIsInFzcCI6IjEuMDMifQ%3D%3D&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Shubh-Diwali-Chitra-Soundar/dp/0807573558/ref=asc_df_0807573558/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=335290982315&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2770052192854074717&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-816159165322&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Bears-Medicine-Sus-You/dp/1926886577/ref=asc_df_1926886577/?tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=335290982315&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11280295055062821901&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9000631&hvtargid=pla-820650983427&psc=1
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Jigging for Halibut With Tsinii - Sara Florence Davidson and Robert 
Davidson 

Off the northern tip of Haida Gwaii, a boy goes fishing with his Tsinii, his
grandfather. As they watch the weather, jig for halibut, and row with the
tides, there's more to learn from Tsinii than how to catch a fish.

Evelyn Del Rey is Moving Away - by Meg Medina and Sonia Sanchez

Evelyn Del Rey is Daniela’s best friend. They do everything together and even
live in twin apartments across the street from each other: Daniela with her
mami and hamster, and Evelyn with her mami, papi, and cat. But not after
today—not after Evelyn moves away. Until then, the girls play amid the
moving boxes until it’s time to say goodbye, making promises to keep in
touch, because they know that their friendship will always be special. 

Friends Are Friends, Forever - by Dane Liu and Lynn Scurfield

The Proudest Blue: A Story of Hijab and Family - by Ibtihaj Muhammad 
and Hatem Aly 

With her new backpack and light-up shoes, Faizah knows the first day of
school is going to be special. It's the start of a brand new year and, best of all,
it's her older sister Asiya's first day of hijab--a hijab of beautiful blue fabric,
like the ocean waving to the sky. But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful,
and in the face of hurtful, confusing words, Faizah will find new ways to be
strong.

On a snowy Lunar New Year’s Eve in Northeastern China, it’s Dandan’s last
night with Yueyue. Tomorrow, she moves to America. The two best friends
have a favorite wintertime tradition: crafting paper-cut snowflakes, freezing
them outside, and hanging them as ornaments. As they say goodbye,
Yueyue presses red paper and a spool of thread into Dandan’s hands so that
she can carry on their tradition. But in her new home, Dandan has no one to
enjoy the gift with―until a friend comes along. 

https://www.amazon.ca/Proudest-Blue-Story-Hijab-Family/dp/0316519006/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=Cj0KCQiA-JacBhC0ARIsAIxybyNPguDLv_echeizWRWEWMvPHn2GFprGQj0PhJ7_a2JlHqUaXvw8Z94aAg_WEALw_wcB&hvadid=353971444687&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9000631&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=16975401816853561712&hvtargid=kwd-1018494329032&hydadcr=26055_9772432&keywords=the+proudest+blue+book&qid=1669730035&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIwLjQ3IiwicXNhIjoiMC4yNiIsInFzcCI6IjAuMDAifQ%3D%3D&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Friends-Are-Forever-Dane-Liu/dp/1250778182
https://www.amazon.ca/Evelyn-Del-Rey-Moving-Away/dp/1536207047/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=Cj0KCQiA-JacBhC0ARIsAIxybyOQ0K_BcpB3o_r_gSVyU8bASXy456TDKG1gUNkDKcsGbNLpwWLO05QaAii0EALw_wcB&hvadid=555622067185&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9000631&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=6070775303268793496&hvtargid=kwd-910485735012&hydadcr=22464_9261649&keywords=evelyn+del+rey+is+moving+away&qid=1669729973&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIwLjg4IiwicXNhIjoiMC42OCIsInFzcCI6IjAuMDAifQ%3D%3D&s=books&sr=1-1
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Journey of the Midnight Sun - by Shazia Afzal and Aliya Ghare

In 2010 a Winnipeg-based charity raised funds to build and ship a mosque to
Inuvik, one of the most northern towns in Canada’s Arctic. A small but
growing Muslim community there had been using a cramped trailer for their
services, but there just wasn't enough space. The mosque traveled over
4,000 kilometers on a journey fraught with poor weather, incomplete
bridges, narrow roads, low traffic wires and a deadline to get on the last
barge heading up the Mackenzie River before the first winter freeze. But it
made it just in time and is now one of the most northern mosques in the
world. 

Amira’s Picture Day - by Reem Faruqi and Fahmida Azim

Just the thought of Eid makes Amira warm and tingly inside. From wearing
new clothes to handing out goody bags at the mosque, Amira can't wait for
the festivities to begin. But when a flier on the fridge catches her eye, Amira's
stomach goes cold. Not only is it Eid, it's also school picture day. If she's not in
her class picture, how will her classmates remember her? Won't her teacher
wonder where she is? Though the day's celebrations at the mosque are
everything Amira was dreaming of, her absence at picture day weighs on
her. A last-minute idea on the car ride home might just provide the solution
to everything in this delightful story from acclaimed author Reem Faruqi,
illustrated with vibrant color by Fahmida Azim.
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